
Global Open Knowledge Base

1 | www.gokb.org

Ideas and Updates

WOLFcon 2026 | PragueGOKB - Ideas and Updates

Headquarter of the 
Common Library Network 
(GBV/VZG)

Moritz Horn

North Rhine-Westphalian 
Library Service Center 
(hbz)

Daniel A. Rupp

Headquarter of the 
Common Library Network 
(GBV/VZG)

Christin Seegert



Global Open Knowledge Base

2 | www.gokb.org

Agenda

1. GOKB in a nutshell

2. GOKB UI tools for data quality assurance

3. Technical Update

4. Challenges of integrating KBART Phase III into GOKB
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GOKB in a nutshell
A Knowledge Base as Identity Broker
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Data enrichment

Referencing

Data validation

Quality Assurance

GOKB in a nutshell

Cooperation

Identity Broker

Open API

Central data pool

Open data platform for managing e-resource packages
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Central data pool

Data pool for e-ressource packages / collections 

❖ E-Journals 

❖ E-Books

❖ Databases

❖ Miscellaneous media like audiovisual media (waiting for KBART Phase III)

… provided by

❖ Commercial content providers

❖ Consortia organisations

❖ Local collection by libraries 
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8,000+ Packages
▪ ~5600 Global

▪ ~840 Consortial

40+ libraries as
curators
(>240 Accounts)

2,3 Mio. API Calls / Month~ 1 Mio Titles
▪ ~870,000 E-Books

▪ ~86,000 E-Journals

GOKB in Numbers

1,200 providers / publishers
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Manual Upload

Upload KBART data via web interface, 

for small providers, single packages with

low update frequency.

Data import 

Automated Upload

Get KBART data via URL and update 

regularly automatically.

WOLFcon 2026 | Prague

Bulk Upload

Mass import or updates for multiple 

packages at once, i.e. by one content

provider.

Repository Transfer

Import from other e-resource repositories

via KBART or REST API to reduce

redundant work.
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GOKB UI tools for 
data quality assurance

Correct you data and make it usable.
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What are good data? And why do we need it?

Good metadata:

❖ Structure information

❖ Describe

❖ Organize

❖ Make resource discoverable

❖ Enable reuse

They are like a business card for bibliographic data!
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The problems with good metadata

❖ Standards are not being followed

❖ Time shortage

❖ Lack of resources

❖ Lack of awareness and training

→ Various sectors: providers, publishers, libraries

Correct the data in the source system!
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How do we do it?
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Reference Title = Master Title
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Our solution: request for reviews

❖ Central workflow component in the GOKB

❖ Conflicts are identified and prepared for manual processing

❖ Conflict identification through referencing

❖ System notifies the processing curatory group

Resolving reviews through the community.
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Was that it?

❖ The corrected data is transferred to FOLIO

❖ Title matching secured in subsequent systems (like ERMS, 

Discovery)

❖ Known errors will be remembered for future imports

GOKB acts as a safety net.
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What else needs to be done?

Report data errors to providers

❖ you can export the reviews
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GOKB itself has become a tool for improving data quality.

❖ Detects errors

❖ Prepares workflows (reviews)

❖ Provides assistance in correcting data

❖ Protects data from future corruption
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Technical Update
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Technical Update: Backend & API Changes

❖ Added scheduled mail alerts for curatory groups (Opt-in)

▪ Failed automated KBART imports

▪ New data review requests

❖ Search API improvements

▪ Better search recall due to improved title & id normalization

▪ Search for specific package years

❖ Improved tools for review administration

❖ Improved variant name matching

❖ Improved bulk KBART import functionally
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Technical Update: UI Features

❖ Structured package year info for search & comparison

❖ Language-specific editorial comments

❖ More provider info fields concerning KBART delivery

❖ Support for automated KBART updates via FTP

❖ Improved error reports for failed automated KBART imports

❖ Option for providing separate package publisher info

❖ Package templates
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Technical Update: Provider KBART info
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Challenges of integrating 
KBART Phase III into GOKB

Rethinking Ingestion, Validation, Metadata Management and Export
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Implementation Challenges

Areas of integration

1. Manifest Integration

2. Data Model & Metadata

3. Validation & Quality Assurance

4. Backwards Compatibility
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1. Manifest integration

What is the Manifest file?

❖ The Manifest provides a single, standardized list of 

collections by a single provider

❖ It describes what is available, what has changed, and how to 

access the KBART files

❖ It reduces Communication Overhead by standardizing 

information exchange between content providers and 

knowledge bases.
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Challenges

❖ New import mechanism

❖ Storage of Manifest files

❖ Validation 

❖ Quasi standards prior to 

release: XSLX instead of 

TSV/TXT

1. Manifest integration

Key Questions / Solution

→ Reuse existing bulk 
import mechanisms?

→ Bulk data handled like 
other versioned objects 

→ Reuse KBART validator 
concepts for the GUI

→ Encourage providers to 
publish standards-compliant 
manifests
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Challenges

❖ New publication types

❖ New data fields

❖ Redefined data fields

2. Data Model & Metadata
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Key Questions / Solution

→ Introduce new classes for 

publication / content type 

combinations? 

→ Align with existing field 

structure

→ Conversion mechanics for 

different imports / exports
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Combination of publication type & content type
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Codes for moving wall changed

Changed definitions: Embargo

❖ Type
▪ R (Recurring)

▪ P (Period)

❖ Integer for duration

❖ Units 
▪ D for Days

▪ M for Months

▪ Y for Years 

❖ Type
▪ B (Beginning)

▪ E (Ending)

❖ Integer for duration

❖ Units 
▪ D for Days

▪ M for Months

▪ Y for Years
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coverage_depth: Controlled vocabulary changed

Changed definitions

▪ fulltext

▪ selected articles

▪ abstracts

▪ P = Paid (fee based)

▪ F = Free / Open Access

▪ fulltext

▪ partial

▪ Abstracts

▪ P = Paid (fee based)

▪ F = Free / Open Access

▪ M = Mixed
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access_type: New values added 
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Challenges

❖ Additional validation of 

manifest files

❖ Validation of new fields

❖ Validation of redefined 

data fields

3. Validation
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Key Questions / Solution

→ GUI based on the existing 

KBART validator concept

→ Reuse existing validation 

mechanisms

→ GUI-based selection of 

validation types
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4. Backwards compatibility

Provide full support for both KBART Phase II and 

Phase III while maintaining a single, consistent 

representation of package metadata within GOKB.
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Design 
Goal 

Provider

Provider

Phase 

II

Phase 

III
Unified internal model

Phase 

II

Phase 

III
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Thank you!

info@gokb.org

gokb.org/en/
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